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UES OF THE WAR 


This bulletin is published for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 
of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 


_ tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 
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‘THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT IN THE WORLD 
DARKNESS 


A joint gathering for members of the In- 
ternational Christian Fellowships was held in 
London on December 11th under the auspices 
of the British Council of Churches. 
An address was given by Dr. Hugh Martin 
on “The Christian light in the world dark- 
“ness.” Dr. Martin said that the gathering 
_ represented in miniature what he felt was the 
_ real hope of the world, viz., the growing sense 
of a Christian fellowship transcending na- 
tional frontiers. _ 

He said that the Christian light was shin- 
ing in the darkness of to-day with added 
splendor. Likening this light to a five-pointed 
Petar, Dr. Martin said that there were five 
ways in which the Christian Church seemed 
_to him to be shining in a new way, especially 
_ in the present darkness of the European con- 
- tinent. 

_ First, he said, there was the fact that the 
Christian Church was standing out as the 
_ champion for the rights of man as such. It 
_ was not only for Christian institutions, but 
for Jews, for children, for the oppressed 
everywhere that Christians were bravely giv- 
ing their witness. z 
“oythen there was the fact of a new sense of 
Church loyalty in the European countries. 
‘The mere fact that so many other institutions 
had gone down before Hitler’s tyranny em- 
-phasised the truth that the Churches had held 
| edie and that Church members were 
showing a deepening loyalty. Christians had 
found that they ‘could not stand as isolated in- 
duals, but must stand together as mem- 
-of a corporate body. 
irdly, Dr. Martin stressed the new draw- 


ing together between Christians of different 
historical traditions. Not only had Protestant 
bodies of different kinds found a new basis of 
co-operation, but Roman Catholics and Prot- 
estants had found that they, too, had much in 
common and could co-operate when confront- 
ed with the new paganism. There were, of 
course, many differences between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants, but these did not 
prevent important acts of joint witness. 

Fourthly, there was, the speaker said, 
something in the nature of a spiritual awak- 
ening going through the Churches of Europe. 
Churches which had appeared to be in a rut 
had been stimulated into new spiritual efforts 
and vitality. They would have much to give 
to us all in the post-war period. 

Lastly, said Dr. Martin, the witness of the 
Church shone out in the darkness because of 
the attitude Christians were taking to their 
enemies. As an example, Dr. Martin quoted 
a statement recently issued by Christian lead- 
ers in Norway concerning the post-war treat- 
ment of criminals. This statement concluded: 
“The Church desires settlement—not laxity, 
justice — not revenge, reconciliation — not 
hatred.” Christians were faced with two dan- 
gers. They might either give way to an easy 
sentimentalism or to bitter hatred. He would 
not say which was the greater danger of 


the two. It was easy to be forgiving when’ © 


wrongs had been committed against others 
rather than ourselves. But the Church had a 
duty to stand for something more than mere 
revenge. It was the messenger of reconcilia- 


tion and must work steadily for an ultimate _ 


reconciliation of all men in Christ. 
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FROM BRITISH CHURCH LEADERS 


British Church leaders have united to send 


the following Christmas greetings to Chris- — 


tians in Europe :— 


“British Christians send Christmas greet-_ 


ings to the Christians of Europe. May the 
Light shine in the darkness, till dawn brings 
justice to the oppressed and goodwill amongst 
all men.” 

The message bears the following signa- 
tures: William Cantuar, Archbishop of .Can- 
terbury; John Baillie, Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland; 
+Richard, Archbishop of Liverpool; R. D. 
Whitehorn, Moderator of the Free Church 
Federal Council. 


THE “BLUE BOOK OF THE CHURCH” 


Developments at Home and Overseas 


Encouraging signs of increasing public in- 
terest in religion, many plans and develop- 
ments overseas, an acute shortage of Church 
of England Chaplains for the Forces, and im- 
portant Ordination statistics, are among the 
many items recorded in The Official Year 
Book of the Church of England, 1944 (the 
“Blue Book of the Church”), which was pub- 
lished on December 15th by the Press and 
Publications Board of the Church Assembly, 
2 Great Peter Street, Westminster, S.W.1, 
and by the S.P.C.K., Northumberland Ave- 
nue, W.C.2 (price 5s., by post 5s. 5d.). It is 
again an abridged war-time issue, in effect 
supplementing the 1942 volume, which re- 
mains the last full issue. 


Need of Chaplains 


It is recorded that “the growth of the 
Armed Forces called for the release of more 
and more clergy from the already under- 
staffed parishes to make good the shortage of 
Navy, Army and Air Force chaplains, and 
the resulting difficulties in diocesan and paro- 
chial life were faced with courage and cheer- 
fulness. In the religious life of the Forces 
- outstanding success attended the institution 
in many units of a kind of one-man religious 
‘brains trust’ known generally as ‘The 
Padre’s Hour.’ Success also attended the ac- 
tivities of the-women specially selected to as- 
sist the chaplains in work among the women 
members of the Forces.” 


Ordinations 


The Ordination statistics covering the 
period from Advent, 1942, to Advent, 1943, 


ee 


peiéd to Advent, 1920, Shee the hen aa 
258. It compares very favourably, however, 
with the total of 101 for 1918, which might 
perhaps be considered the corresponding year | 
of the Great War.” 


A Notable Year 


Some of the more important facts of the 
year 1943 are mentioned in the Preface. The 
Editor writes :— 

“The years of the war are proving notable 
in ecclesiastical as in secular history, and 
1943 was no exception. Signs were again evi- 
dent of an increasing public interest in reli- 
gion; and the nation-wide response when | 
H.M. the King called his peoples to prayer | 
on September 8rd was again most impressive.- 
Empire Youth Sunday (May 16th) was un- 
der the patronage of H.M. the King this year, 
and was observed with enthusiasm in all 
parts of the country, as was also ‘Battle of 
Britain’ Sunday on September 26th.” 

Elsewhere it is recorded that “ ‘Religion 
and Life Weeks’ have been held in many great. 
cities-and small towns during the last two 
years, and many more have been planned for 
1944.” ! 

The Preface lists as prominent subjects of 
discussion or action during the year: Educa-. 
tion, evangelism, finance and post-war recon- 
struction, youth work and reunion. It records 
the cordial welcome given, with some qualifi- | 
cations to the Government education scheme | 
on August 4th by the Archbishop of Canter-| 
bury in the House of Lords; and the final ap- 
proval given by the Church Assembly to the | 
Diocesan Education Committees Measure, 
which ensures that an Education Committee | 
shall be set up in Bs diocese. It is recorded 
that :— 

“Interest in the problems of Evangelism, 
including the presentation of the Gospel in 
terms of modern thought and the use of mod- 
ern methods such as religious ‘brains trusts,” 
broadcast and cinema services, etc., was stim- 
ulated by a debate in the Summer "Session of || 
the Church Assembly. . . 

“Many plans were discussed for post-war: 
reconstruction with a view to the more effec-- 
tive use of the available clerical man-power 
through the grouping of parishes and the 
adaptation of the parochial system to the sit-- 
uation created by enemy destruction of sc: 
many churches and the new needs of a popu--|| 


duced in the Church Assembly by the Bishop 
of ‘London; and still more by schemes fore- 
shadowed in an Interim Report presented by 
the Financial Commission of the Church As- 
sembly to the Autumn Session of the-Assem- 
bly. . . . The suggestions include proposals 
designed to ensure that the existing resources 
of the Church shall be used to the best possi- 
_ble advantage.” 


DR. HENRY SLOANE COFFIN 
— * * IN BRITAIN 


The Rt. Rev. Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly of the Pres- 

_byterian Church of America and Principal of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, is 
.on a visit to Britaifl. He is paying a return 
visit to the Church of Scotland, on whose 
behalf Dr. Hutchison Cockburn, when Moder- 
ator of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, paid a visit to America. 
_ During his stay here, Dr. Coffin has 
Z preached in St. Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh, 
2 and at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, ‘London, and 
has addressed many important gatherings of 
. British Church leaders. 
_ -At a meeting arranged by the British 
ECouncil of Churches on December 13th, Dr. 
- Coffin spoke on his view of the function of 
che American churches in the present situa- 
ion. He said that this task was to “sensitise 
and stimulate and stretch” the conscience of 
merica in three different realms :— 

(1) They had to bring home to America 
_ the needs of the whole world.. This would ex- 
“press itself not only in a revival of mission- 
ary activity but in a new sense, among all 
citizens, that America had world responsi- 
bilities. There was'always a danger of a re- 
lapse into isolationism, as happened after the 
ast war. Every American family had a back- 
ground of an exodus from some undesirable 
situation, and this was always liable to affect 
behaviour, especially if there were sources of 
irritation in the policy of other nations. It 
as the churches’ job to keep alive the sense 
world responsibility. 

(2) America was passing through an eco- 
nomic transformation. Few people realised 
e scale of the American war effort in this 

d. Between one-sixth and one-fifth of the 
population had had to move to meet the needs 
of war industry. This involved between 25 
and 30 million people. It would leave enor- 
mous economic problems at the end of the 


Dp t y 
organization ices Measure. intro-. 


ar. “The Oaohae job was not to provide a 


- plue-print, but to prepare the nation for any 
sacrifices which might prove necessary to se- 


cure economic justice. 

(3) The churches had a duty in the prob- 
lem of racial tension. New York had dealt 
with the racial problem, but thousands of 
Negroes from New York had been taken south 
through the war and had come across dis- 
crimination for the first time—‘“Jim Crow- 
ism” as it is called. This had aroused a great 
upsurgence of feeling on the racial question. 
Negroes linked up their own problems of dis- 
crimination with the picture they had of the 
British Empire, and especially of the Indian 
situation. ‘‘You have to deal,” said Dr. Cof- 
fin, “‘with a large number of people whose in- 
timate knowledge of the facts is not commen- 
surate with the fervour of their emotions.” 

In all these situations the churches had a 
tremendous opportunity. There was a real 
turning among intellectuals to a more spirit- 
ual view of life, as could be seen in the writ- 
ings of Walter Lippmann. The churches had 
a chance to preach “the everlasting Gospel” 
with a new relevance. Lincoln had said “Un- 
der God there shall be Government of the 
people by the people for the people.” The 
churches’ job was to see that the first two 
words were not forgotten, otherwise democ- 
racy could fail as lamentably as totalitarian- 
ism itself. 


AMERICANS, HONOUR SCOTTISH 
CHURCHMAN 


A cablegram has been received by the 
Church of Scotland, announcing that the 
sum of $5,000 has been sent from America 
through the Central Bureau for Inter-Church 
Aid to provide a mobile canteen for the Brit- 
ish Armed Forces. This gift is designed to 
honour the memory of the late Dr: Macdonald 
Webster, for so many years Secretary of the 
Church’s Overseas Department. He was well 
known in the United States and it is in rec- 
ognition of the work he did in promoting 
good relations between the Churches of 
America and Britain that his friends and ad- 
mirers in America have resolved to present 
this mobile canteen. 


SWISS PASTOR TELLS OF HIS 
IMPRISONMENT BY GESTAPO 


It is only. recently that it has been known 
that Pastor de Pury, of the canton of Neuen- 
burg, who has been in prison in Lyons for a 
few months, has been released. At the time, 


the news had to be contradicted: But. now it 


can be announced that Paster de Pury has ’ 


already returned to Switzerland. 

Journal de Genéve for December 7th writes: 
“Roland de Pury, the Swiss clergyman in 
Lyons, who was imprisoned by the Gestapo 
for 150 days, gave as the motive for his ar- 
rest that he was considered a participant in 
French resistance. Among his parishioners 
in Lyons was a women belonging to the 
French bourgeoisie, Madame Albrecht, who 
worked on a clandestine paper for the French 
resistance. Madame Albrecht, who was.im- 
prisoned, fell ill. De Pury visited her, as was 
his duty. Then she escaped, and soon after 
wrote to de Pury in order to ask him for news 
concerning a mutual friend. De Pury an- 
swered her letter immediately. Later, 
Madame Albrecht was again arrested, and de 
Pury’s letter was discovered. Though the 
letter was unimportant, it was sufficient to 
make him suspected. He was arrested and 
examined three times, and accused of being 
a paid official of the resistance. During the 
150 days he spent in a cell, he learnt that 
Madame Albrecht had been accused of high 
treason and had been executed.” 

A Neuchatel paper, Fewille d’Avis (Decem- 
ber 7th), also carried an interesting article 
on the subject :— 

“Pastor Roland de Pury, during a public 
lecture, told of his experiences during the five 
months of his captivity in France. The phy- 
sical aspect of suffering is nothing compared 
with its moral aspect. Let us imagine a cell, 
five metres square and completely bare, and 
a man living in it for months without a 
book, paper or pencil, without any work 
and without news. He is deprived of any hu- 
man presence from outside, and prevented 
from speaking with other human beings. The 
prisoner does not know what will happen to 
him, and anything can happen: a sentence of 
death, execution, deportation of an air raid. 
The prisoner’s moral torture is boundless. A 
Swiss captain, with whom de Pury crossed 
the Swiss frontier, awaited his death sen- 
_ tence and execution for 26 months. 

“The tragedy of modern captivity reduces 


itself to a fight between hope and despair. De-. 


spair is a diabolical companion, which one 
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of men who have no o account to render y" 
body, and he fights with his remaining 
strength without hope of ever defeating his 
despair.” 4s 


ARCHBISHOP’S CHRISTMAS GREET- 
ING TO ANGLICAN WAR CHAPLAINS 


At a recent meeting of the Church Assem- 
bly on November 18th, 1943, a resolution of 
greeting to men and women in the Forces was 
unanimously passed. This greeting is now | 
being circulated through the Anglican chap- — 
lains in the three Services to the men and — 
women in their care. The Archbishop of Can- — 
terbury, in a covering letter addressed to An-— 
glican chaplains, writes :— : 

“In sending you the enclosed Resolution, — 
carried by the Church A8sembly at its recent © 
session, I want to assure you of the deep in- - 
terest and sympathy with which the Church - 
as a whole receives news of the work done by 
the chaplains to the Forces. The testimony of 
many officers holding high rank in all three 
Services to the excellence of this work is very - 
striking. We are all looking forward with > 
great eagerness to the fresh life and vigour 
which will, we hope, be brought to the Church 
by so many of you who have made contact on - 
so great a scale with the minds of our fellow- 
countrymen, and by those whom you have 
brought to a new discipleship. May every 
blessing be with you this Christmas and in 
the days to come.” 


DR. WILLIAM ADAMS BROWN 


Great regret is felt in Britain at the death 
of the distinguished American theologian, 
Dr. William Adams Brown, at the age of 78. 
He was well known in this country, especial- 
ly in academic and ccumenical circles. It is 
particularly remembered that, although al- 
ready well advanced in years, Dr. Adams 
Brown faced the risks of a war-time transat- 


‘lantic journey to attend the enthronement of 


the Archbishop of Canterbury as an official 
representative of the American Churches. 


